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•  V, 


STANDISH, 

May,  1943. 

To  tlio  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Standish-with-Langtrce  Urban 

District  Council. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of 
Standi sh  for  the  year,  1942. 

I  commenced  duties  in  April,  1942,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Dr.  J.  G.  Hailwood  was  called  to  H.M.  Forces  at  the  end  of  January. 

The  Report  has  been  drawn  up  on  the  lines  indicated  in  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Circular  2773,  dated  10th  March,  1943. 

The  Scheme  for  the  Immunisation  of  Children  against  Diphtheria, 
which  was  commenced  at  the  beginning  of  1941,  has  been  continued. 
On  the  31st  December,  1942,  43.1%  of  the  Child  Population  under  5 
years  of  age  and  84%  between  5 — 15  years  completed  the  course  of 
immunisation. 

The  Count}?^  Council  Child  Welfare  Clinic  was  transferred  from  the 
Wesleyan  Chapel,  High  Street,  to  Ashfield  House,  in  June,  also,  a  School 
Clinic  for  Minor  Ailments,  under  the  same  authority,  was  opened. 

In  December,  1941,  a  War-time  Nursery  was  opened  in  Rectory 
Lane,  details  of  which  are  included  in  this  Report. 

The  Civil  Defence  Services  continue  to  run  smoothly. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  my  fellow  officials  and  members  of  the  staff 
for  their  help  and  co-operation. 

I  am. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

DOROTHY  M.  JAMES, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 
FOR  THE  DURATION  OF  THE  WAR  PARTS  OF  THE  VITAL 
S^PATISTICS  HAVE  BEEN  EXCLUDED  FROM  THE  REPORT. 


Popidation — Census  1931  . 7,337. 

Population— Estimated  end  1941  8,362. 

Acreage  of  District  . 3,266 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . 2,470. 

Density  of  Population  per  Acre  . 2.33. 

Rateable  Value  . £41,751. 

Product  of  P(‘nny  Rate  . £164. 

Dl^lATHS. — 104  Deaths,  58  Males  and  46  Females,  occurred  during 

1942,  ca)mpared  with  81  in  1941. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis . Nil. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes . Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  . . . 11. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (All  Ages)  . Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  . . . Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (Under  2  Years)  . 1, 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS,  1942. 


Males  h 

''eniales 

Respiratory  T.B . 

.  Nil.  ... 

1 

Other  Forms  of  T.B . 

.  Nil.  ... 

1 

Acute  Infec.  Encephal  . 

.  1  ... 

Nil. 

Cancer,  all  sites  . 

.  6  ... 

5 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  . 

.  11  ... 

5 

Heart  Disease  . 

.  17  ... 

13 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

Nil.  ... 

2 

Bronchitis  . 

3  ... 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

.  4  ... 

3 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

.  1  ... 

Nd. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 

.  1  ... 

Nil. 

Other  Digestive  Disorders  . 

.  1  ... 

Nil. 

Nephritis  . 

.  1  ... 

1 

Other  Maternal  Causes  . 

.  Nil.  ... 

1 

Premature  Birth . 

1  ... 

Nil. 

Congenital  Malformation  . 

.  Nil.  ... 

1 

Other  Violent  Caus('s  . 

.  2  ... 

1 

All  other  Causes  . . . 

.  9  ... 

11 

58  ...  46 


INFANTILE  DEATHS. — 5  Deaths  Occurrod  in  Infants  under 
One  Year  during  1942,  3  Males  and  2  Females,  compared  with  4  deaths 
in  1941. 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER.— II  Deaths  occurred  from  Cancer 
during  1942,  6  Males  and  5  Females,  compared  with  9  in  1941. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA. 

LABORATORY  FACTLITIES. 

Specimens  are  sent  to  the  Bacteriological  D(']nirtment  of  the  Royal 
Albert  Edward  lufirmarv,  Wigan,  for  examination. 

AMBULANCE  FACTLITIES. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Fever  Hospitals  for  the 
removal  of  patients  to  hospital  by  their  ambulances. 

Non-infections  and  accident  cases  may  obtain  the  Wigan  County 
Borough  Ambulances. 

HOSPITALS. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  C^)Tmty  Borough  of  Wigan 
for  tlie  rece])tion  of  cases  of  iidhctious  diseases  a.t  Wht'lley  Isolation 
Ifospital  at  a  cost  varying  from  9/-  to  12/-  per  day  according  to  the 
disease,  plus  an  ambulance  charge  of  15/-. 

Agreement  with  Blackburn  Smallpox  Hospital  to  take  cases  of 
Smallpox  costs  a  retaining  fee  of  £20  per  annum. 

During  the  past  year  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Leigh 
Joint  Hospital  Board  to  accept  cases  of  tvphns. 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  in  the  District. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Council.  The  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Centre  was  moved  to  Ashfield  House  from  the  Wesleyan  Chapel, 
High  Street,  in  June,  and  is  open  every  Wednesday  afternoon.  The 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  her  capacity  as  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  attends  each  Wednesday  afternoon  and  is  assisted  by 
the  County  Council  Health  Visitor.  Advice  on  feeding  and  general 
health  of  infants  and  toddlers  is  given. 

There  is  no  regular  ante-natal  clinic  in  the  district,  but,  expectant 
mothers  are  seen  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Wednesday  afternoon  of  the  month.  The  Lancashire  County  Council 
Mid  wives  attend  at  these  sessions.  The  Milk  Officer  also  attends  at  the 
Clinic  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Fruit 
Juices  under  the  Grovernment  Scheme. 

One  County  Council  Midwife  resides  in  the  district. 

The  County  Conneil  Health  Visitor,  who  is  also  the  School  Nurse, 
undertakes  the  visiting  of  all  newly  born  infants  in  the  district. 

THE  WAR-TIME  DAY  NURSERY. 

The  Nursery  was  opened  on  1st  December,  1941,  as  a  Day  Nursery, 
with  accomodation  for  28  Children. 

On  26th  December,  1941,  the  status  of  tlie  Nursery  was  changed 
from  a  Day  to  a  Residential  Nursery  and  accomodation  provided  for 
18  residential  and  10  day  children. 

On  1st  August,  the  erection  of  a  lint  for  23  Day  Children  was  com¬ 
menced.  This  was  not  opened  during  the  year.  The  health  of  the 
children  has  been  good. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  there  were  four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever — 1  Nurse 
and  3  Children.  In  Noveniber,  18  of  the  Children  and  6  of  the  Staff 
had  Enteritis.  The  patients  soon  recovered  and  no  case  was  severe. 
The  causative  organism  was  apparently  a  streptococcus. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  Lancashire  County  Council  opened  a  School  Clinic  at  Ashfield 
House  in  Jiuu',  for  tlu'  trciitment  of  Minor  Ailments.  I  am  phaised  to 
report  that  the  Clinic  has  been  very  well  attended.  The  Medical  Offi¬ 
cer  attends  on  Monday  morning  from  9-30  to  12  noon,  assisted  by  the 
School  Nurse.  On  Thursday  morning  from  9-30  to  12  noon  the  Nurse 
attends  for  re-dressings. 

Unfortunately,  there  is  no  Dental  Clinic  in  the  area. 

Close  co-operation  exists  between  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  School  Teachers  a,nd  the  Scliool  Att('ndance  Officer,  the  latter  sup- 
])lies  a  weekly  return  of  the  school  children  who  ar('  absent  from  school 
through  sickness. 

SCHOOL  CLOSURES. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  Schools  during  the 
year.  Of  the  infectious  Diseases,  Measles  was  the  most  prevalent. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

The  Scheme  inaugui'ated  in  1941,  for  the  free  immunisation  of 
children  against  Diphtlu'ria  has  bam  continued.  In  December,  1942, 


the  County  Council  Jlealtli  Visitor  coinmciiced  a  lIouse-to-House 
•  Visitation  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the  Scheme  in  particular  among 
the  child  population  between  the  age  of  1  to  5  years. 

The  Medical  Officer  periodically  visits  the  Schools  to  carry  out  the 
inoculations.  A  special  session  is  also  held  at  Ashfield  House  on  the 
Second  Monday  of  each  month  from  1-30  to  3-0  p.m. 

The  injections  are  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  assisted 
by  the  School  Nurse.  The  immunising  agents  are  Alum-precipitated 
toxoid  for  children  under  10  years,  in  doses  of  0.2c.c.  followed  by 
0.5  c.c  a  month  later.  Children  of  10  years  and  over  receive  three  doses 
of  Toxoid-Anti-Toxin  Floccules  at  intervals  of  a  fortnight.  Immunity 
is  acquired  some  three  months  after  the  final  injection. 

The  injections  are  given  in  the  upper  arm,  and  it  is  not  usual  for 
any  reactions  to  occur  with  this  technique. 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  IMMUNISED  SINCE  THE  COM¬ 
MENCEMENT  OF  THE  SCHEME  IN  JANUARY,  1941. 

Under  Totals 

Tear  1  Yr.  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14 

1941  4  44  55  40  46  63  .55  59  64  49  58  61  62  46  3  709 

1942  1  49  .34  18  19  44  4  9  14  22  7  14  11  8  3  2.57 

Totals  5  93  89  58  65  107  59  68  78  71  65  75  73  54  6  966 

Three  children  were  Schick  Tested  and  all  proved  negative. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

143  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  to  the  Department 
under  the  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  compared  with  90  in  1941 . 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  prevalent  towards  the  end  of 
the  year. 

15  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these 
5  Cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There  were  no  deaths. 

2  Cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year.  Of  these  1 
Case  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  There  were  no  deaths. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING 

THE  YEAR,  1942. 


Notifiable 

Disease 

Total 

All 

Ages 

Under 

1  yr. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

45 

65 

cu 

> 

o 

65 

Removed 

1  to 

Hospital 

Total 

1  Deaths 

Deaths 

in 

Hospital 

Di])htheria... 

2 

1 

1 

1 

M('asles 

83 

2 

2 

10 

11 

16 

10 

1 

1 

Erysiplas  ... 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

1 

1 

3 

7 

1 

2 

5 

Whooping 

Cough . 

30 

1 

2 

2 

5 

6 

13 

1 

Pneumonia 

n 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

2 

7 

(  ■hicken  Pox 

1 

1 

143 

4 

5 

12 

17 

25 

62 

2 

5 

4 

1 

4 

2 

6 

7 

4 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  Notificcitioiis  received  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
Regulations  (T.B.)  1930  were  as  follows 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1912. 


Age  Periods. 


NEW  CASES. 
Non- 


DEATHS. 


Non- 


Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Years 

M 

F 

M 

F 

i 

1 

F 

M  F 

0-  . 

— 

— 

—  — 

1-  . 

_ 

3 

3 

— 

— 

1 

5-  . 

_ 

2 

— 

—  — 

10-  .... 

_ 

1 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

15-  .... 

_ 

- 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

20-  .... 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_  — 

25-  .... 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

35-  .... 

-  , 

— 

1 

—  — 

45-  .... 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

55-  . . . . 

2 

-  , 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

65-over 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

2  • 

2 

6 

7 

nil. 

1 

nil.  1 

All  Tuberculosis  Cases  were  notified  before  Death  took  place,  and 
generally  notification  is  prompt  and  satisfactory. 

The  County  Council  provide  the  facilities  for  the  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis,  and  these  services  are  fully  used  and  appreciated.  The 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary  for  the  Standish  Urban  District  is  in  Mesnes 
Park  Terrace,  Wigan,  and  patients  may  be  referred  there  for  examination 
by  their  own  Doctor  or  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

ASHFIELD  HOUSE, 
STANDISH, 

’  February,  1943. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Standish-with-Langtiee  Urban 

District  Council. 

Madam  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary 

Circumstances  of  the  District  for  the  year,  1942. 

I  commenced  duties  in  June,  my  predecessor  having  terminated 
his  appointment  in  May.  Excepting  those  relating  to  farms  and  com¬ 
plaints,  the  number  of  visits  detailed  below  are  only  compiled  since  June. 

SUxMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS. 

Butchers’  Premises  .  36  Inspection  of  Drainage  during 

Grocers’  Premises  .  56  construction  . . . .  24 

Bakehouses  .  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  d2 

Cafes  and  Eating  Houses  .  44  Factories  (Mech.)  . 19 

Other  Food  Retail  Premises...  50  Factories  (Non-Mech.)  .  2 
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Ice  Cream  Vendors  .  2 

Farms  (including  Dairies) . 117 

Food  Control  Orders  . 126 

Hawkers’  Vehicles .  37 

Slaughterhouses  .  10 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  ...  47 

Investigation  of  Complaints  209 

Re-inspection  of  Notices  . 231 

Miscellaneous  Visits  . 212 

Appointments  with  Owners  ...  10 

Council  Tips  . 146 

No.  of  Drain  Tests  .  23 

Gipsy  Encampments  .  1 


Total  Number  of 


P.H.A.  Workplaces  .  H 

Shops,  Under  Shops  Act, 

1934-1938 .  4 

Halls,  Cinemas,  etc .  3 

School  Lavatories .  12 

Pigsties  .  42 

Urinals  and  Public  Conveniences  11 
Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks...  24 
Privies  and  Privy  Middens  ...  90 

Verminous  Premises  .  8 

A.R.P.  Visits .  50 

British  Restaurant  .  44 

Watercourses  .  8 

aints  received  ...  170. 


NUISANCES,  DEFECTS  AND  CONTRAVENTIONS  FOUND  4ND 

DEALT  WITH. 

1— NUISANCES  AND  HOUSING 
DEFECTS  AT  HOUSES,  etc. 


No. 

dealt 

with. 

VENTILATION. 

Def.  Windows  and  Sashcordsl4 


DAxMPNESS. 

Def.  Roofs  .  13 

Def.  Gutters  and  Down¬ 
spouts  .  13 

Def.  Walls  .  3 

Other  Defects . 12 

OTHER  STRUCTURAL 
DEFECTS. 

Dei.  Plaster  .  18 

Re-Decorating  .  6 

Def.  Floors  .  2 

Def.  Fireplaces .  4 

Def.  Ceilings .  1 

DRAINS  AND  SANITARY 
FITTINGS. 

Def.  Sinks  and  Waste  Pipes  2 

Def.  Water  Closets  .  14 

Def.  Pail  Closet .  1 

Water  Closets  required  .  3 

Abolition  of  Privy  Middens  48 

Choked  Drains  .  23 

Def.  Drains  .  7 

Verminous  Conditions  .  1 

Dust  Bins  required  .  68 

Def.  Yard  Paving  .  3 

Sundry. . 12 


No. 

dealt 

with. 


4—  SCHOOLS. 

Def.  Sanitary  Conveniences  2 

Dirty  Sanitary  Conveniences  3 

Sundry  .  g 

5—  KEEPING  OF  ANIMALS. 

Structural  Defects  .  q 

Lack  of  Drainage .  1 

Lack  of  Cleanliness  .  Q 

Lack  of  Manure  Receptacles  ...  2 

Offensive  Accumulations  .  6 

6— FOOD  PREMISES. 

Diaiii  Openings  in  Food  Room  2 

Accumulations  of  Refuse .  17 

Lack  of  Cleanliness  .  31 

Lack  of  Intervening  Air 

Space  between  W.C.  and 

and  Food  Room  .  1 

Structural  Defects  .  2 

Food  Improperly  Kept  .  4 

Lack  of  Ventilation  . 6 


MEAT  REGULATIONS, 

1924 


Carrying  Meat  without 

Proper  Head  Covering  ...  4 

8— MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDERS 

Dirty  Dairy  or  Shippon  .  2 

Accumulations  of  Refuse .  1 

Structural  Defects  .  1 
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2—  factories  and  P.IT.A.  Dirty  Milk  Bottles  .  1 

WORKPLACES.  9— SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

Lack  of  Sanitary  Accomodation  2  Dirty  Water  Closet  Corn- 
Dirty  Sanitary  Accomodation  1  partment  .  3 

3—  HALLS  AND  CINEMAS.  Otliers  . .  1 

]9ef  Sanitary  Conyeniences  ...  2  10 — PARTICULARS  REQUIRED 

Dirty  Sanitary  Conyeniences  1  IN  RENT  BOOKS  .  10 

Insufficient  Ventilation  to 

Sanitary  Conveniences  ...  1 

Itn.  Veil.  Air  Space  .  1 


RENT  RESTRICTIONS  ACTS. 
VOLUNTARY  CLOSURE.. 

Statutory  action  at  Houses. 

Choked  Drains  . 

Defective  Water  Closets  . 

Lack  of  Sanitary  Accomodation 

Defective  Pail  Closet . 

Defective  Roof  and  Gutters 

causing  Dampness . 

Dust  Bins  Required 


Two  Certificates  were  granted  to 


tenants. 


A  voluntary  undertaking  was  given 
by  an  owner  not  to  use  an  unfit 
house  for  human  habitation. 


Stat.  Notices 
served 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Stat.  Notices 
Complied. 

1 
1 


1 

1 


I  cannot  leave  this  section  without  referring  to  the  present  lack  of 
efficient  labour  and  material  for  the  repair  of  houses.  The  effect  of  this 
situation  is  such  that  houses  which  could  have  been  rendered  fit  at 
reasonable  expense  will,  by  the  time  peace  comes  again,  be  on  oi  over 
the  border  line  between  capable  and  incapable  of  being  rendered  so  fit. 
Meanwhile,  tenants  have  to  put  up  with  major  and  minor  defects  and 
the  department  is  given  additional  worries  in  endeavouring  to  alleviate 

the  conditions. 

PRIVIES,  PRIVY  MIDDENS  AND  ASHPITS. 

On  taking  up  duties,  I  was  informed  of  the  presence  of  these  relics 
of  a  by-f»one  era  and  immediately  set  to  work  to  rid  the  district  of  them. 
Lack  of  Sewerage  amenities,  the  condition  of  some,  of  the  houses, 
too'cther  with  the  regrettable  lack  of  materials  and  skilled  laboiii,  have 
alf  tended  to  prevent  conversion  to  water  closets  ;  I  have  to  be  satis¬ 
fied  with  less  ideal  improvements,  realising  that  anything  is  better^  than 
these  filthy  abominations  with  their  defectiye  polluted  walls  and  floors, 
the  latter  anything  to  four  or  five  feet  below,  never  above,  ground  level. 
Up  to  the  end  of  the  year,  I  have  inspected  and  recorded  the  following, 

namely  ; — 

Privy  Middens  . '^b 

Privy  Cesspits  . 

Ashpits  . 

Premises  without  any  Refuse  Re¬ 
ceptacles  .  2 

(1  Shop  and  1  Public  House). 
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By  informal  action,  only  tlie  following  alterations  were  made  namely  •— 

Privy  Middens  :--2  converted  to  3  Water  Closets. 

9  Converted  to  Pails. 

5  discontinued  as  unnecessary. 

32  sui^plied  with  dust  bins,  tlie  tenants  being 
instructed  in  the  careful  use  of  dry  ash  in  the 
privies. 

Definite  orders  given  for  the  conversion  of  3 
to  Water  Closets  and  10  to  Pails. 

Privy  Cesspit  Orders  given  for  the  conversion  to  Pails,  and  the 

emptying  and  filling  up  of  the  Cesspit. 

Ashpits  : —  All  converted  to  Dust  Bins. 

Premises  without  Receptacles  Dust  Bins  provided. 

Persuasive  methods  are  being  continued  for  the  duration,  owing  to 
the  labour  and  supply  difficulties,  but  I  am  prepared  to  deal  strongly 
with  any  remaining  in  the  post  war  period. 

21  of  the  Privy  Middens  supplied  with  dust  bins  are  at  Gidlow,  and 
1  have  the  assurance  of  the  owners  that  they  would  be  converted  to  the 
water  carriage  system  immediately  the  Council  laid  a  sewer  in  the 

vicinity.  Meanwhile,  there  is  a  possibility  that  they  will  be  converted 
to  Pail  Closets. 

^  I  have  been  informed  of  other  privy  Middens  (Numbering  about  10) 
in  isolated  parts  of  the  district,  and  these  will  be  inspected  during  the 
coming  year. 

CLOSET  ACCOMODATION. 

Con’ect  figures  of  the  numbers  and  types  of  closets  in  the  district 
caimot  be  given,  but  the  following  are  the  result  of  my  own  observations 
and  enquiries. 

Privy  Middens  .  13,  probably  a  few  more. 

Privy  Cesspits .  2 

Privies  (i.e.  privy  mid¬ 
dens  provided  with 
dust  bins)  .  33 

Piiils .  31 

Waste  Water  Closets  2,  probably  a  few  more. 

Trough  Closets  ...  12 

Water  Closets  . .  at  96%  of  the  premises  in  the  district. 

Water  Closets  installed 
during  the  year  ...  4. 

AVater  Closets  dismantled 
during  the  year  ...  1. 

SEWAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL, 
s  wi  1  be  noted  later,  the  district  has  a  plentiful  water  supply  ; 

'  le  o  vious  fact  that  this  must  ultimately  be  removed  from  premises 
as  sewage  and  suitably  disposed  of  by  way  of  an  inadequate  and  unsat- 
is  ac  or_y  system  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal,  reveals  our  present 
mam  public  health  problem. 

Methods  of  Sewage  Disposal  in  the  district  are  very  far  from  satis- 
tactory  and  the  Council  have  had  reports  on  the  faults  of  their  own  works 
and  farms.  In  brief,  the  sewage  farms  are  in  a  disgraceful  state,  there 
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being  little  diilereiice  between  tlie  sewage  at  the  outfall  and  the  effluent. 
The  works  at  Chorley  Koad  are  old  and  delapidated  in  many  respects  ; 
those  at  Arbour  Lane  have  many  serious  defects,  so  that  at  both  works 
the  sewage  cannot  receive  its  full  treatment.  In  consequence,  the  effliumt 
from  these  farms  and  works  cause  continued  and  serious  pollution  of 
the  river  and  streams. 

During  the  years  immediately  preceding  the  war,  the  area  was  in 
course  of  development  (unfortunately  on  the  ribbon  plan  ”)  and  houses 
were  erected  where  sewers  were  not  available.  These  houses  have  a 
good  water  supply  and  water  closets,  in  consequence  of  which,  septic 
tanks  and  cesspools  had  to  be  installed.  Due  to  faulty  planning  and 
indifferent  workmanship  these  are  causing  much  trouble  both  to  the 
occupiers  and  this  department.  Cesspools  are  buried  underground  in 
such  positions  that  it  is  impossible  to  approach  them  with  a  Wagon  for 
mechanical  emptying  and  this  has  to  be  done  by  hand.;  it  may  be  added 
that  they  are  fitted  with  overflows  !  The  septic  tanks  are  ill  managed, 
and  in  most  cases  their  effluents  are  nothing  but  crude  liquid  sewage, 
the  pollution  of  adjacent  streams  being  a  constant  threat  to  Public  Health 
and  a  prolific  source  of  nuisance. 

The  chief  portions  of  built-up  areas  which  are  without  sewerage 
amenities  are  Gidlow  (21  houses)  ;  Thornhill  (18  houses)  ;  Wigan  Lower 
Road  (12  houses)  ;  part  of  Chorley  Road  (6  houses)  and  Preston  Road 
(Langtree),  (34  houses).  All  these  with  the  exception  of  Gidlow,  have 
water-carriage  systems.  There  are  probably  other  parts  of  the  district 
in  a  similar  plight,  which  have  not  yet  come  to  my  notice. 

I  am  informed  that  a  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  improvement 
of  the  sewerage  system  and  modernising  of  sewage  disposal  works  was 
prepared  immediately  prior  to  the  present  war.  Keeping  in  mind  the 
present  conditions  and  with  an  eye  to  the  post-war  development  of  the 
area,  it  is  essential  that  the  Council  have  this  scheme  prepared  to  the 
last  detail  ready  to  be  put  in  hand  immediately  on  the  cessation  of 
hostilities. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Council  have  their  own  plant  for  filtration  and  chlorination  of 
water  supplies,  Bell’s  Mechanical  Filters  being  used. 

The  water  for  domestic  supply  is  purchased  from  Liverpool  Cor¬ 
poration,  and  comes  from  the  reservoir  at  Anglezark,  Near  Chorley  ; 
and  the  industrial  supply  is  purchased  from  Manchester  Corporation 
and  is  supplied  from  Thirlmere.  Before  being  distributed  in  the  district, 
the  domestic  supply  is  treated  with  alumina  and  soda  ash  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  proportions  : — 

alumina,  0.75  gr.  per  gall.  ;  soda  ash,  0.75  gr.  per  gall, 
and  finally  chlorinated  (2  parts  per  million). 

The  industrial  supply  is  distributed  untreated. 

Quantities  supplied  Galls.  ...  Gals,  per 

per  day.  hd.  per  day 

Industrial  .  247,500  ...  28.47  '  .. 

Domestic  .  175,037  ...  22.99 


is  then  filtered 


Total  for 
1942  in  gals. 
90,279,500 
73.017,500 


51.46 


Industrial  &  Domestic  422,537 


163,297,000 


Ill  addition,  AVigaii  R.D.C.  wore  supplied  with  25,041,000  gals,  and 
Cliorlev  R.D.C.  (Birkacre)  with  423,000  gals.  ;  both  treated  water.  The 
total  amount  of  water  supplied  during  the  year,  was^  therefore,  188,761 .000 
gals.,  with  a  total  quantity  of  watcj  treated  by  the  Council  of  98,481,500 
gals. 


ANALYSES  OE 

WATER. 

Bacteriological. 

Jan. 

Apr. 

June 

Sept. 

Presumptive  Coliform  Count 

Total  No.  of  B.  Coli.  per  100  ml. 

nil. 

,  nil.  . 

,..  nil.  .. 

.  nil. 

Total  No.  of  Colonies  develop¬ 

ing  on  Agar  after  48  hrs.  at  37  C 

less 

less 

aver¬ 

less 

per  1.0  ml.  sample  . 

.  than 

than 

age 

than 

30 

30 

3 

30 

Total  No.  of  Colonies  developing 

on  Agar  after  72  hrs.  at  20  C  per 

less 

aver¬ 

less 

per  1.0  ml.  sample  . 

.  than 

32 

age 

than 

30 

•  •  • 

3 

30 

Chemical  (results  parts  /  100,000). 

Total  Solid  matters  in  solution 

9.52 

9.60 

9.60 

9.76 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  in 

15  mins. 

.042 

.047 

.010 

.029 

(3  hrs.) 

.069 

.097 

.022 

.050 

Ammonia  . 

.  .002 

.002 

.002 

.001 

Ammonia  Irom  Organic  matter 

.004 

.004 

.003 

.004 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . 

.None 

None 

None 

minute  trace 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  . 

.None 

None 

None 

None 

Combined  Chlorine  . 

.  1.45 

1.45 

1.4 

1.35 

Total  Hardness  . 

.  4.3 

4.5 

4.5 

4.5 

Reaction  to  Litmus  . 

.faint. 

very 

vevy 

alkaline 

acid 

faint 

faint 

acid 

acid 

P  .14.  Value  . 

.  6.2 

6.6 

8.2 

6.8 

The  Council  have  reason  to  be  proud  of  this  service,  and  1  believe 
it  is  correct  to  say  that  every  house  in  tlu*-  district  has  its  own  supply, 
from  the  town’s  main,  inside  the  house.  But  1  would  recommend  to 
your  consideration  the  fact  that  I  consider  the  number  of  examinations 
])er  year  insufficient  and  that  samples  'should  be  taken  monthly. 


HOUSING. 

Duties  under  this  heading  have  been  suspended,  all  defects  having 
been  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  x4ct,  1936.  With  a  view  to  post 
war  conditions,  a  record  is  being  kept  of  houses  which  are  deemed  suit¬ 
able  for  action  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  from  casual  observations 
a  liTeat  deal  of  work  under  section  9  will  be  undertaken. 

Evacuees  and  local  conditions  have  combined  to  cause  some  degree 
of  overcrowding,  but  it  lias  been  found  impracticable  to  take  action 
owing  to  the  acute  shortage  of  houses. 
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FACTORIES  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  WORKPLACES. 

Not  all  these  premises  have  been  inspected  and  records  are  not  yet 
comjjlete.  Reference  should  be  made  to  the  summaries  (ante). 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  complaints  were  received  regarding 
the  fumes  from  a  Colliery  Spoil  Bank.  The  trouble  was  due  to  water 
spraying  being  used  to  damp  down  combustion  ;  as  this  was  the  lesser 
of  the  two  evils,  (to  stop  spraying  would  have  meant  an  outbreak  of 
fire)  no  action  was  taken,  other  than  notifying  the  management  of  the 
complaints  and  inspecting  the  methods  of  spraying. 

I  wish  to  add  my  appeal  to  those  of  my  numerous  colleagues  who 
for  years  past  have  been  demanding  legislation  to  compel  colliery  man¬ 
agements  to  dispose  of  their  pit  wastes  in  a  less  conspicuous  and  nuisance - 
producing  manner. 

CINEMAS  AND  HALLS. 

In  the  district  are  one  Cinema  and  two  Halls  licensed  for  music  and 
dancing.  The  Sanitary  accomodation  has  been  inspected  and  notices 
served  as  in  summary  (ante). 

KEEPING  OF  ANIMALS. 

Many  people  are  keeping  jhgs  and  poultry  and  visits  have  been  paid 
to  the  former  where  fomid.  Conditions  generally,  were  very  unsatis¬ 
factory  regarding  cleanliness,  offensive  accumulations  and  drainage, 
but  informal  action  has  had  the  desired  effect. 

SCHOOLS. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  the  sanitary  accomodation  of  the 
four  schools  in  the  district.  Informal  action  had  to  be  taken  in  some 
instances  and  my  requirements  were  speedily  met.  One  school  is  pro¬ 
vided  with  trough  closets,  which  are  working  as  well  as  possible.  An 
Ashpit  was  found  at  this  same  school  and  was  replaced  by  dust  bins. 

STREAMS  AND  DITCHES. 

These  are  affected  by  the  effluents  from  the  sewage  works,  farms, 
and  septic  tanks  in  the  district.  One  case  of  serious  pollution  was  traced 
to  the  Council  sewage  farm  at  Fairhurst  Avenue  and  was  found  to  bo 
due  to  a  choked  channel.  Clearance  of  the  channel  stopped  the  nuisance. 

This  question  of  pollution  is  a  very  serious  one,  as  the  jjresent  con¬ 
ditions  i^rovide  a  constant  menace  to  the  health  of  the  persons  parti¬ 
cularly  children,  living  in  close  proximity  to  the  streams.  I  can  assuurc 
the  Council  that  cases  of  pollution  will  be  fully  inv(‘stigated  and 
appropriate  action  taken. 

The  task  of  purifying  our  streams  and  ditches  will  be  greatly  facili¬ 
tated  when  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  systems  have  been  impro¬ 
ved.  and  these  amenities  provided  to  those  parts  of  the  district  requiring 
them.  The  prohibition  of  building  where  sewers  are  not  available  and 
post  war  action  under  the  HOUSING  ACTS  in  clearing  individual  unfit 
houses  will  help  us  in  our  work. 

'  DISINFECTION. 

In  special  cases,  bedding  is  removed  to  Wigan  for  steam  disinfection. 
Otherwise,  the  bedding  is  subjected  to  fumigation  by  “  Fumoids  ”  when 
rooms  are  being  similarly  treated  and  the  occupier  is  issued  with  disin¬ 
fectant  soap  for  washing  purposes. 


DISINFESTATION. 

During  the  year,  5  houses  were  found  infested  with  bugs.  Four 
of  these  were  togetlier  in  a  row  of  old  property  and  were  treated  with 
“  Verniicene  ”  followed  two  weeks  later  by  “  Fumoids  The  results 
appeared  to  b(‘  satisfactory  and  extensive  internal  and  external  repairs 
to  th(‘  pro})ei-ty  shortly  afterwards  revealed  no  further  infestation. 

The  fifth  case  was  obviously  accidental,  as  the  tenants  togetlu'r 
with  the  house  and  its  furniture  were  beyond  reproach  in  the  matter  of 
cleanliness.  The  infestation  was  confined  to  the  bed  and  one  wall  of 
one  bedroom.  After  exhaustive  enquiries,  the  only  source  suspected 
was  the  schoolboy  son  who  regularly  changed  periodicals  with  his  friends, 
and  the  fact  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  reading  them  in  bed.  The  house¬ 
wife  was  advised  to  thoroughly  and  systematically  cleanse  the  room 
and  its  furniture  ;  this  she  did  very  conscientiously  and  the  infestation 
was  verv  soon  cleared. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

There  are  none  in  the  district.  A  gypsy  encampment  which  settled  in 
the  district  one  evening,  and  was  visited,  moved  on  next  day. 

FOOD  SUPPLIES. 

Visits  have  been  paid  to  the  majority  of  the  food  retailing  prem¬ 
ises  in  the  district,  and  reference  should  be  made  to  the  summaries 
(ante).  Conditions  were  found,  in  general,  unsatisfactory,  chiefly  in 
regard  to  cleanliness.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  I  found  the  shpokeepers 
willing  to  carry  out  my  instructions,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  there 
was  a  definite  improvement  in  the  standard. 

Government  slaughtering  is  not  carried  out  in  the  district,  all 
supplies  of  meat  being  distributed  from  Wigan.  The  seven  private 
slaughterhouses  are  closed,  but  visits  have  been  paid  occasionally.  30 
pigs  were  slaughtered  in  the  district,  under  license  from  the  Ministry  of 
Food  ;  each  was  inspected  after  slaughter  and  no  evidence  of  disease 
was  found. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  in  the  district 
which  are  so  far  Lno^^ 

General  Shops 

Grocers  . 

Butchers  . 

Greengrocers 
Fishmongers 

In  addition,  there  are  the  following  registered  or  licensed  premises 


to  manufacture  and/or  retail 

food  : — 

. 16 

Confectioners 

...  6 

. 35 

Cafes  . 

...  5 

. 12 

Fish  Friers 

...  3 

. 10 

Bakehouses  ... 

...  5 

.  2 

Sweets  only  . . . 

...  2 

or  persons. 

Slaughterhouses  (closed) . 

Storage  of  meat,  fish,  fruit  and  vegetables  ...  7 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  (now  suspended)  I 
Registered  under  Sec.  14  (1)  (b)  F.  &  D.  A.  1938  4 

Mawkers  .  37 

N(d  all  the  above  hawkers  are  at  present  plying  their  trade. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938.  SEC.  14  (1)  (b). 

5  applications  for  registration  were  received  ;  4  were  granted,  the 
5th  being  refused  on  the  grounds  that  the  premises  were  structurely 
unsuitable. 
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The  following  iiinounts  of  various  fooclstufl's  were  voliintai\y  sur¬ 
rendered  as  iiusouud  and  utilised  for  pig  feeding,  or  returned  to  the  meat 

distributing  centre. 

Corned  Corned  Luncheon 

Pork.  Beef.  Meat.  Cheese.  Sausage.  Flour. 

48  ...  66  ...  53J  ...  21  ...  49  ...  196 

Ibsz  lbs  lbs  lbs  ll)s  lbs 

Canned  Veg.  &  Fruit.  Misc. 

45  lbs  8  lbs 


Tinned 

Milk. 

.  44 

lbs 


Tinned 

Milk. 

.  44 


Milk 
Butter 
Cooking  Fat 
Fish  Paste 


Marmalade  ...  1 

Gravy  Browning  1 
Sedlitz  Powders  1 


Total  556  lbs. 

SAMl^LES. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  following- 
figures  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  during 
the  year.  Excepting  Milk,  all  samples  were  taken  informally,  and  no 
legal  proceedings  resulted. 

17  Bacon  .  1 

2  Cheese  .  1 

2  Vinegar  .  1 

1  Cod  Liver  Oil  1 

Compared  with  the  number  of  food  retailers  and  the  population, 
the  quantity  of  sampling,  other  than  milk,  is  small  in  view  of  the  many 
war-time  food  substitutes.  This  is  in  no  way  the  fault  of  the  County 
Inspector,  but  of  the  present  system  which  fails  to  give  financial  assist¬ 
ance  to  small  local  authorities  so  that  the  Official  with  local  knowledge 
could  give  this  important  work  its  due  attention. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Milk  producers  on  register,  31st  December,  1942  .  23 

including  accredited  producers  .  5 

Milk  retailers  on  register,  31st  December,  1942  .  29 

including  local  producer-retailers  .  18 

Pasteurised  Milk  Licensees(supplementary  retailers)  .  3 

Purveyors  of  Milk  at  General  Shops  .  7 

Outside  Dairymen  retailing  from  other  than  premises  in  the 

district  .  5 

Approximate  number  of  cows  kept,  31st  December,  1942  .  482 

Approximate  yield  of  Milk  1st  January — 31st  December  1942 

200,000  gallons 

The  majority  of  the  inspections  of  farms  given  in  the  summary 
(ante),  were  made  by  my  predecessor.  From  my  comparatively  few 
visits,  conditions  of  Dairies  and  Shippons  are  generally  good,  but  their 
environments  require  much  improvement.  So  far  as  I  can  judge,  all 
farms  are  connected  to  the  CoimciTs  main  water  supply. 

Sampling. 

There  are  no  records  of  any  samples  being  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination,  other  than  those  taken  at  the  request  of  the  County 
Council  regarding  milk  supplied  to  schools  ;  a  poor  state  of  affairs  in  the 
district  containing  so  many  producers.  My  reports  on  this  matter  have 
been  referred  back  for  further  consideration  on  the  question  of  expense 
involved,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the  Council  will  give  their  consent 
for  the  next  financial  year. 

4  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  schools  were  taken  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council  for  examination  for  Tuberculosis.  All  were  certified 
The  milk  is  supplied  by  a  local  accredited  producer, 
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negative. 


TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1938. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Divisionai  Veterinar}>  Inspector  of  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for  the  following  information  : — 

Five  animals  affected  with  a  chronic  cough  and  three  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis  of  the  udder  were  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938, 
during  the  year  1942. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE. 

Collection. 

The  service  is  at  present  undergoing  reconstruction  and  this  to¬ 
gether  with  the  absence  of  records  of  weight,  loads,  etc.,  prevents  me 
from  giving  any  true  returns.  The  present  aim  is  the  reduction  of  cost 
together  with  regulated  collections. 

A  fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  was  attempted  by  my  predecessor 
in  the  Spring  but  was  not  successful  and  the  Department  reverted  to 
weekly  <*ollections.  Salvage  has  been  collected  separately  by  a  Commer 
Van  driven  by  a  female  collector. 

The  emptying  of  pails  and  ])rivv  middens  has  been  very  erratic  and 
unsatisfactory. 

Disposal. 

Until  August,  this  year,  crude  tipping  has  been  used,  and  was  atten¬ 
ded  by  the  usual  nuisances.  On  the  new  tip  commenced  at  “  Prospect  ” 
in  August,  Controlled  Tipping  is  now  being  carried  out  successfully. 
Nuisances  from  Rats,  Crickets  and  Fire — Grove  Lane. 

On  taking  up  my  duties  in  June,  I  found  crude  tipping  being  used 
to  fill  in  a  disused  mineral  railway  cutting,  approx.  25ft.  wide  and  27ft. 
deep,  later  converted  to  a  shooting  range — for  the  latter  purpose,  a  stone 
wall  had  been  erected  across  the  cutting  for  its  whole  depth,  and  an  open¬ 
ing  3ft.  square  being  left  in  its  base.  At  my  first  inspection,  the  tip  had 
reached  this  wall,  covering  the  opening  and  I  did  not  therefore  know  of 
its  existance.  The  tip  was  heavily  infested  with  rats  and  crickets  and 
the  Council  were  receiving  innumerable  complaints  from  houses  in  the 
vicinity. 

Rodine  was  being  used  with  some  success  for  the  rats,  (59  were 
])icked  up  in  June)  Init  the  use  of  a  mixture  of  paraffin  and  disinfectant 
was  not  having  any  appreciable  effect  upon  the  crickets.  Newton 
Chambers  “  N.C.”  Concentration  was  tried,  but  before  the  results  could 
be  ascertained,  a  fire  in  the  tip  manifested  itself  on  the  morning  of  the 
26th  August.  I  had  visited  the  tip  the  previous  evening  and  suspected 
nothing.  The  smoke  was  issuing  strongly  from  the  cross  wall  and  the 
adjacent  tip  surface.  A  trench  6ft.  deep  was  dug  across  the  face  of  the 
tip  approx.  35ft.  away  from  the  wall  and  water  was  poured  into  this 
trench  for  5  hours  on  the  26th  and  3  hours  on  the  27th.  Meanwhile, 
sand  was  packed  at  least  1  foot  thick  over  the  affected  face  and  this  job 
was  completed  by  the  28th.  On  the  26th,  the  opening  in  the  base  of 
the  wall  was  reported  to  me  and  I  had  this  effectively  sealed  with  clay, 
sand  and  earth. 

By  the  afternoon  of  the  28th,  the  smoke  was  only  issuing  from  one 
place — in  the  cross  wall.  Constant  supervision,  was  maintained  during 
the  next  few  weeks,  during  which  time,  the  amount  of  smoke  and  the 
number  (d  points  of  issue  varied  I'rom  day  to  day.  Cracks  in  the  sand 
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face  were  constantly  rc-packcd  and  the  tip  face  adjacent  the  wail  grad¬ 
ually  sank  as  the  result  of  internal  collapse.  On  the  8th  September, 
due  to  more  than  usual  collapse,  water  was  again  poured  into  the  trench 
for  2  hours  on  each  of  the  days,  8th  and  9th  September. 

From  that  time  onwards  the  smoke  gradually  lessened  until  only 
periodic  whiffs  were  seen,  which  condition  was  still  present  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

After  the  28th  August,  the  smoke  was  never  very  great,  and  little, 
if  any,  nuisance  was  caused  to  tenants  of  houses  in  the  vicinity. 

The  total  cost  of  bringing  the  fire  under  control  was  as  follows  : — 

Labour  . £17  3s.  Od. 

Sand  .  £4  Os.  Od. 


£21  3s.  Od. 


This  fire  immediately  rid  the  tip  of  rats.  The  crickets  appeared 
on  the  surface  in  swarms  and  infested  surrounding  property  and  Kromo 
Powder  was  given  to  the  tenants  to  assist  them  in  destroying  the  pests. 
By  the  end  of  September,  crickets  had  disappeared  from  the  tip  and 
the  complaints  had  dwindled. 

Apart  from  the  method  of  Tipping,  the  main  cause  of  the  fire,  in 
my  opinion  was  the  opening  in  the  base  of  the  cross  wall  and  the  cracks 
in  the  same  wall,  which  acted  as  draught  inlets  to  the  body  of  the  tip. 

I  consider  myself  very  fortunate  in  having  got  the  fire  under  con¬ 
trol  so  rapidly  and  at  so  amall  a  comparative  cost.  Again,  out  of  evil 
came  forth  good,  namely,  controlled  tipping  and  the  eradication  of  the 
rat  and  cricket  infestation. 


DUST  BINS. 

Owing  to  the  owners  having  difficulty  in  obtaining  dust  bins,  and 
as  this  was  delaying  progress  in  the  conversions  mentioned  previously, 
I  advised  the  Council  to  purchase  a  quantity  for  resale.  Every  notice 
or  letter  sent  regarding  conversions  or  lack  of  suitable  dust  bins  was 
jiccompanied  by  a  note  to  this  effect  and  its  success  is  shown  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  bins  sold  since  September,  namely,  102. 


Salvage. 

Paper  . 

Tins  . 

Iron  . 

Amount 
T.  C. 

.  80  9 

.  35  3 

.  1  17 

collected 
qrs  lbs. 

1  ... 

1  ... 

2  _ 

Glass,  Jars,  etc . 

.  2  18 

3 

Rags  . 

3 

•... 

Bones  . 

.  19 

1 

11 

Non-Ferrous  Metals  . 

.  1 

2 

21 

Rubber  . 

.  18 

1 

d. 

£  s. 

Total  Income,  1942  . 

.  521  1 

0 

„  „  1941  . 

.  342  19 

5 

Increase  in  1942  . 

. £178  1 

7 

15 


I  regret  to  say  tJiat  tlie  Salvage  Ketiirns  are  far  from  satisfactory, 
ill  spite  of  my  efforts  to  make  the  public  Salvage-Conscious. 

Improved  methods  of  collection,  especially  paper,  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  Each  house  was  provided  with 
a  Hessian  Sack  to  which  was  pinned  a  pamphlet  containing  hints  on 
Salvage  Collection.  The  Sacks  are  for  paper  collection  alone,  and  the 
results  are  seen  in  the  weights  collected  during  the  last  months  of  the 
year  which  are  constant.  No  rubber  and  almost  no  bones  were  collected 
})efore  June. 

The  Schools  have  given  valuable  assistance,  although  the  provision 
of  sacks  to  each  house  has  reduced  the  amounts  taken  by  the  school- 
children,  and  this  has  affected  the  inter-house  competitions  so  much 
tliat  they  liave  had  to  be  discontinued.  A  member  of  the  Council  kindly 
])resentcd  a  Cup  to  each  school  for  this  Competition  and  new  Competi¬ 
tions  are  being  arranged.  A  Salvage  Poster  Competition  closed  at 
Christmas. 

The  amount  collected  by  the  schools  up  to  August,  when  the  Sacks 
wtu’e  distributed,  was  10  tons,  15  ewts.  As  a  Public  Health  Official,  I  do 
not  approve  of  the  practice  of  making  schools  collecting  centres  for  Sal¬ 
vage  of  various  kinds,  a  jaercentage  of  which  is  certain  to  be  far  from 
clean.  As  stated  above,  the  distribution  of  sacks  cut  out  the  paper 
collection  and  I  have  stopped  the  collection  of  tins,  jars,  etc.,  and  may 
say  that  this  action  has  the  ap})roval  of  the  head  teachers.  The  inter- 
(NSt  of  the  children  (who  are  excellent  Salvage  Stewards)  is  being  kept 
alive  by  other  means,  such  as  the  Salvage  Poster  Competition  which 
produced  some  creditable  results. 

In  September,  an  appeal  to  every  Shopkeeper  in  the  district  to 
clear  their  premises  of  advertisements  had  a  ready  response. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks,  both  to 
the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  sympathic  interest  in  the  various 
recommendations  I  have  placed  before  you  since  my  appointment,  and 
to  Dr.  Jam(\s,  fellow  officials  and  staff  for  their  consistant  aid  at  all  times. 

I  am, 

Mrs.  Bottomlev  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  H.  WILKINSON, 
Sanitary  Inspector. 
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